From: "Janes, Ben" <Ben.Janes@corvallisoregon.gov>
Subject: FW: Changes to future tax assessments for RFPDS
Date: October 10, 2025 at 12:53:18 PM PDT

To: Heidi Hagler <heidihagler@comcast.net>, Tony O'Donahue
<tony.odonahue@corvallisrfpd.com>

Happy Friday,

| believe you are both already aware of this legislative change, but
wanted to ensure you had the details.

Have a great weekend,
Ben

From: RUIZ-TEMPLE Mariana * OSFM <Mariana.RUIZ-
TEMPLE@osfm.oregon.gov> Sent: Friday, October 3, 2025 9:18 PM To: RUIZ-
TEMPLE Mariana * OSFM <Mariana.Ruiz-temple@osfm.oregon.gov> Subject:
Changes to future tax assessments for RFPDS

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or
open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

Chiefs,

During the 2025 Legislative Session, the Department of the State Fire
Marshal (OSFM), in collaboration with the Oregon Department of
Forestry (ODF), led a coordinated effort to build upon the work and
priorities established in the 2024 session through House Bill 5506. This
past years effort culminated in the passage of House Bill 3940, which, in
part, seeks to correct longstanding inequities in the ability of Rural Fire
Protection Districts (RFPDs) to assess taxes on certain ODF-managed
lands within their jurisdictions. As a result of this legislation, RFPDs will
have expanded authority to assess taxes on the following types of
properties:



1. Lands Within Incorporated Cities Served by an RFPD All lands
located within city limits will be included on the tax roll of an RFPD,
regardless of classification status, if the city receives fire protection
services from the district.

° This includes classified forestland parcels, which currently exist
within many Oregon cities.

° Cities already have authority to assess taxes on these parcels if
they provide fire protection.

° Taxes may be assessed on both undeveloped properties and
those with structures, regardless of parcel size.

2. Improved Properties Within an RFPD Properties with structures
will be assessed based on the value of the structure and up to 10 acres
of land.

° Previously, only the structure and 5 acres were assessed.

° For example, a property with a structure and 100 acres will be
assessed on the structure and 10 acres; a property with a structure and
7 acres will be assessed on the full 7 acres.

3. Unimproved Lots Within an RFPD Unimproved parcels that are
10 acres or smaller will be included on the RFPD’s tax roll, regardless of
classification status.

° Parcels larger than 10 acres without structures will not be
assessed.

Timeline and Implementation

RFPDs are expected to begin receiving revenue from these
assessments in 2027. At this time, no action is required on your part.
A workgroup composed of representatives from the Oregon Fire Chiefs
Association (OFCA), county tax assessors, Department of Revenue and
ODF and OSFM is developing a communication strategy and
implementation plan with Tax Assessors and The Department of
Revenue . More information will be shared by the end of the year,
including a webinar for the fire service to learn more and ask questions.



We will keep you posted, in the meantime if you have any time sensitive
or emergent questions, please reach out to myself or Travis Medema.
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